






THE CROSS BRAND: OUR HERITAGE

Since our earliest days, Cross has rewritten the rules for putting pen to paper. 

WE’VE BEEN WRITING OUR STORY SINCE 1846.
INVENTING. INNOVATING. ALWAYS EVOLVING.

1879

1953 1993 2021
The iconic ‘Century’ ballpoint 
pen introduced with Ellery Boss’ 
groundbreaking internal design 
patent. Introducing a slimmer, 
easily replaceable ink refill.

Richard’s son, Alonzo Cross, 
invents the first propel-
repel stylographic pen, the 
technical forerunner to today’s 
modern ballpoint pen.

Townsend becomes known as The Pen 
of Presidents, used by leaders across the 
globe to this day. Century II also makes 
history as the pen chosen by both parties for 
official White House signing ceremonies.

Cross celebrates its 175th 
Anniversary with a full line-up 
launch of Heritage pens.

The Century Pencil debuts in gold 
and silver finishes to celebrate the 
Cross Company’s Centennial.

1946

2009
Cross becomes the first luxury maker 
to create a multi-function pens with 
the launch of it’s Tech Series.

18891846
In the company’s early years, 
Richard Cross specializes in 
crafting beautifully ornate pencil 
casings in fine gold and silver.

The first Cross Fountain Pen debuts 
with the name Peerless to signify its 
unmatched technology and design.
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